
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































     

     

  
 

                             
       

 
  
 

                                   
                   

 
                            

                              
                                     

                     
 

                                  
                             

                                   
                               
                                 

           
 

          
 

                            
           

 
                                

                                   
                             

                       
 

                                
                         

                               
                           

                       
     

 
                          

       
 

                                
 

                                  
 

                            
   

 

 12.04.100 

12.04.100 Other Maps. 

A. Parcel Map 

1. General 

The parcel map shall comply with all requirements of this section and with any other 
requirements imposed this chapter. 

2. Requirements 

The parcel map shall be prepared by or under the direction of a civil engineer or licensed land 
surveyor and shall conform to all of the following provisions: 

(a) It shall be legibly drawn printed or reproduced by a process guaranteeing a permanent 
record in black on tracing cloth or polyester base film. Certificates may be legibly stamped 
or printed upon the map with opaque ink. If ink is used on polyester bas film, the ink surface 
shall be coated with a suitable substance to assure permanent legibility. 

(b) The size of each sheet shall be eighteen (18) by twenty‐six (26) inches. A marginal line shall 
be drawn completely around each sheet, leaving an entirely blank margin of one inch. The 
scale of the map shall be large enough to show all details clearly and enough sheets shall be 
used to accomplish this end. The particular number of the sheet and the total number of 
sheets comprising the map shall be stated on each of the sheets, and its relation to each 
adjoining sheet shall be clearly shown. 

(c) Each parcel shall be lettered. 

(d) The exterior boundary of the land included within the subdivision shall be indicated by 
distinctive symbols and clearly so designated. 

(e) The map shall show the location of each parcel and its relation to surrounding surveys. The 
location of any remainder of the original parcel shall be shown, but need not be shown as a 
matter of survey but only by reference to the existing record boundaries of such remainder 
if such remainder has a gross area of five acres or more. 

(f) A certificate of consent by all parties having any record title ownership in the real property 
proposed to be subdivided, consenting to the preparation and recordation of the parcel 
map shall be required as specified in this part. When a subdivider does not possess record 
title interest in the property being subdivided, the subdivider shall present, to the City 
Engineer. satisfactory evidence that the persons with record title ownership have consented 
to the subdivision. 

(g) All streets, easements, and rights‐of‐way required to be shown by the City Planning 
Department shall be shown. 

(h) Locations and high water lines of all bodies of water and water courses shall be shown. 

(i) The area of each parcel to the nearest on hundredth (0.01) of an acre shall be shown. 

(j) A note on the parcel map identifying all conditions of approval and requirements required 
this chapter. 
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(a) General Plan Amendments - A map outlining the boundary of the proposed 
amendment and indicating the current and proposed general plan designations. This 
map shall include all adjacent properties within 500 feet of the amendment 
boundary and the current general plan designation thereon. This shall include or be 
accompanied by a location map sufficient for a person unfamiliar with the project to 
locate same. 
 

(b) Zone Amendments - A map outlining the boundary of the proposed rezoning and 
the current and proposed zone district designations. This map shall include all 
adjacent properties within 500 feet of the amendment boundary and the current 
general plan designation thereon. This shall include or be accompanied by a location 
map sufficient for a person unfamiliar with the project to locate same. 
 

(c) Special Use Permits - A sufficient plot plan containing such information as may 
otherwise be required in filing an application for a Special Use Permit. Elevation 
drawings of any proposed structures shall also be required. 
 

(d) Zoning Variances - A plot plan and elevation drawings of the proposal as required 
for filing of an application for a Variance Permit. 
 

(7) Discussion in the Environmental Impact Report of additional parameters may be required 
depending on the scope and location of the project. 
 

(a) Geology - Discuss the impact on surface geo logy and seismology. Include such 
items as slope and foundation stability and amount and size of cuts and fills. Discuss 
measures to mitigate the dangerous aspects of any seismic activity in the area. 
 

(b) Soils - Discuss the immediate and long-term impact on soil chemistry, texture, and 
com paction. Also discuss the effect on the biota living in the topsoil zone. 
 

(c) Drainage and  Flood  Control - Discuss the impact of such  things as impenetrable 
surface coverage on infiltration and runoff. Include the mitigation measures 
designed to compensate for the effects of the project on infiltration rate, erosion 
potential, flood hazard, water table, and surface hydrology. 
 

(d) Vegetation - Discuss the impact on the various plant communities in the area, and 
on the horizontal zones within these communities, (i.e., the ground cover, various 
levels of understory and the tree canopy). Indicate the effect on any rare or 
endangered species. Include mitigation measure to decrease the impact on the 
more critical communities and zones. 
 

(e) Fire Hazard - Describe in detail the effects the proposed project might have on fire 
potential and fire hazard, Present, also, the mitigation measures proposed to deal 
with or eliminate the fire hazard. This is especially important in areas where natural 
vegetation may become fuel for wildfires. 
 

(f) Wildlife - Consider the impact on major classes of animals in such area as habitat, 
available food and expected fluctuations or changes in populations. Include any rare 
or endangered species which would be affected by the project either directly or 
indirectly. Also discuss the project area's role as a buffer zone be tween man's 
activity and wildlife. 
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(g) Air Quality - Discuss the impact on air quality within the air basin within which the 
project is located. This shall be discussed both during construction and on a long-
range basis (5 years) 
 

(h) Water Quality and Quantity - Discuss the impact of this project on public water 
supply, on ground water, and on channeled surface flows. Compare baseline figures 
for the following parameters, harmful chemicals, temperature, and harmful bacteria 
count. For channeled surface flow, discuss the effects that changes in water quality 
will have on algal growth and riparian vegetation downstream from the project. 
 

(i) Noise - Discuss noise generated by any aspect of the project. Include, if significant, 
decibel levels and frequency of occurrence. Dis cuss the effects of project-
generated noise upon wildlife and humans potentially affected. 
 

(j) Aesthetics - Describe in detail the project design with respect to considerations of 
unique physical features, scenic views (both from the project and of the project), 
landscape design, open space, and compatibility with developments in the 
surrounding area. 
 

(k) Archaeology / History - Discuss the impact on any archaeolog1c or historic sites in 
the area. 
 

(l) Sewage - Discuss the impact of sewage generated byte project. Include a description 
of the treatment and the resultant discharge anticipated and supply "will serve" 
letters from the serving entity. 
 

(m) Power - Discuss in detail the electric power demands of the project and mitigation 
measures to lessen these demands on nonrenewable resources and supply “will 
serve" letters from the serving entity. 
 

(n) Transportation - Discuss the impact of the proposed  project air travel, highways and 
road congestion , railroads, water transport, and mass transit systems. 
 

(o) Public Services - Discuss the impact of the proposed project upon all local districts, 
public entities, or public service facilities which provide services including but not 
limited to: Fire protection, police protection, medical facilities, parks and recreation, 
and school districts - and supply "will serve" letters from the serving entity. Special 
attention shall be given to the impact on local school districts, both elementary and 
high school. Such description shall include the increased student loading and other 
demands relative to tax revenue generation, and the capacity of the district to deal 
with these changes. 
 

(p) Social Impacts - Discuss the impacts on the population including density, relocation, 
and composition with respect to age, ethnic group, and sex. 
 

(q) Economic Impacts - Discuss the impacts on the economy of the area. Include 
influences on City services, surrounding property values, business expansion and 
market stimulation. 

E. The Department shall review the Draft Environmental Impact Report and recommend to the 
Planning Commission whether or not the Environmental Impact Report is in compliance with this 
chapter. The Planning Commission upon receipt of the recommendation of the Department shall accept 
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the Draft Environmental Impact Report, if in its independent judgement, it finds the following: 
 

(1) The Draft Environmental Impact Report is an objective document fully disclosing all known 
facts relative to the proposed project and its effects upon the environment; and 
 

(2) The document complies with the requirements of this chapter, the State Environmental 
Impact Report Guidelines; and the California Environmental Quality Act. 

The Planning Commission upon accepting the Draft Environmental Impact Report shall set a public 
review period of no less than thirty (30) days and no greater than ninety (90) days except how ever, the 
Planning Commission may grant an extension of time not to exceed an additional sixty (60) days to 
comment on the Environmental Impact Report if the request for extension is made by the applicant or if 
it appears that more information is necessary to determine the adequacy of the Draft Environmental 
Impact Report. 
 

F. Upon acceptance of the Draft Environmental Impact Report the Planning Commission, the 
Department shall file a Notice of Completion with the State of California, Secretary of Resources and 
shall use the State of California, Office of Planning and Research, Clearinghouse Division to distribute the 
Draft Environmental Impact Reports to State agencies, boards, and commissions for review and 
comment. 

The Department shall provide copies of the Draft Environmental Impact Report to all responsible 
agencies, appropriate commenting agencies, organizations and persons concerned with the 
environmental effects of a proposed project. In addition, copies of the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report shall be placed on file with the Department; County Clerk; City Clerk, City of Loyalton, and public 
libraries operating within the County. 

The Department shall publish a notice, in a newspaper of general circulation in the area affected by the 
proposed project, stating the general location of the project and that a Draft Environmental Impact 
Report has been prepared and is available for public review shall be stated in the notice. All comments 
pertaining thereto shall be submitted to the Department in writing within the review period set out by 
the Planning Commission. 

G. The Department, after receipt of comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report may 
request the applicant to amplify, clarify, correct, or otherwise supplement the information contained in 
the Draft Environmental Impact Report. 

H. The Planning Commission shall conduct at least one (1) public hearing on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report during the review period set out by the Planning Commission. 

 

12.16.100 Final Environmental Impact Report. 

The Department shall, within thirty (30) days following the completion of the public review and 
comment period, prepare a final Environmental Impact Report. 

A. The final Environmental Impact Report shall consist of the following: 
 
(1) The draft Environmental Impact Report or a revision thereof; 
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(2) Comments and recommendations received on the draft Environmental Impact Report either 
verbatim or in summary; 
 

(3) List of persons, organizations and public agencies commenting on draft Environmental Impact 
Report; and 
 

(4) The responses of the Department to significant environmental points raised in the review and 
consultation process. The response of the City to comments received may take the form of a 
revision of the draft Environmental Impact Report or may take the form of an attachment to the 
draft Environmental Impact Report. 
 

B. The Department shall present the final Environmental Impact Report to the Planning Commission if 
the Planning Commission is the final decision making body on a proposed project. The Planning 
Commission and City Council shall conduct a public hearing when considering a final Environmental 
Impact Report and shall certify that the final Environmental Impact Report has been completed in 
compliance with this chapter; State Environmental Impact Report Guidelines and CEQA and that the 
decision making body having final approval over the proposed project has reviewed and considered 
the information contained in the final Environmental Impact Report prior to approval of the 
proposed project. 
 

C. The Department shall file a Notice of Determination after a decision has been made by the City to 
carry-out or approve a project for which a final Environmental Impact Report has been prepared and 
certified. 

 

12.16.200 Appeals. 

The decision of the Planning Commission relating to environ mental assessments may be appealed to 
the City Council. Determinations of the Planning Commission may be appealed by any person adversely 
affected by such determinations, provided however, determinations relating to the adequacy of 
Environmental Impact Reports may only be appealed by the applicant or by persons, organizations, or 
public agencies who submitted written comments during the public review period set out by the 
Planning Commission. 

An appeal shall be initiated by filing a written statement with the Clerk of the City of Loyalton within 
fifteen (15) days following the determination of the Planning Commission. The appeal shall be 
accompanied by the appropriate fee and shall contain the specific reasons for the appeal. 

Upon receipt by the Clerk of the City of Loyalton of an appeal in proper form, the City Council shall set a 
hearing date at the next regular meeting of the City Council. The City Council shall make findings and 
shall render a decision on the appeal to affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the Planning 
Commission. 
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LOYALTON CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF LOYALTON, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
IN THE MATTER OF  ) 
ANIMAL CONTROL   )  ORDINANCE NO. 375 
____________________  ) 
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOYALTON DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:  
 
Ordinance Section one:  Part 13, Chapter 13.04, Sections 010 through .620 of the City of Loyalton Code 
are hereby repealed in their entirety and Section 010 through .550 are added to read as follows:  
 

CHAPTER 13.04 – ANIMALS 
 

Sections:  

13.04.010 Animal Control 
13.04.020  Animal Control Center 
13.04.030 At Large 
13.04.040 Chief of Animal Control 
13.04.050 Animal 
13.04.060 County 
13.04.070 Health Department 
13.04.080 Health Officer 
13.04.090 Impoundment 
13.04.100 Kennel 
13.04.110 Owner 
13.04.120 Person 
13.04.130 Vaccination 
13.04.140 Veterinarian 
13.04.150 Common Name 
13.04.160 Jurisdiction 
13.04.170 Absence of Liability 
13.04.180 Responsibility 
13.04.190 Dogs Killing Livestock 
13.04.200 Rules and Regulations 
13.04.210 Authority to Carry Firearms 
13.04.220 Arrest Without Warrant: Citation Procedure 
13.04.230 Authority to Use Tranquilizers 
13.04.240 Authority to Enter Property 
13.04.250 Authority to Pursue 
13.04.260 Summary Action 
13.04.270 Violations 
13.04.280 Animals Causing Property Damage 
13.04.290 Nuisance Dogs 
13.04.300 Vicious or Danger Animals 
13.04.310 Duty to Report Bit 
13.04.320 Taking Up Stray Animals 
13.04.330 Animals Subject to Impoundment 
13.04.340 Impoundment of Livestock 
13.04.350 Period of Impoundment 
13.04.360 Redemption 
13.04.370 Disposition of Impounded Animals 
13.04.380 Impound Fees 



Sections:  

13.04.390 Quarantine 
13.04.400 Delivery of Carcass 
13.04.410 Vaccination 
13.04.420 Licenses 
13.04.430 Renewal Notices 
13.04.440 Kenneled Dogs 
13.04.450 Kennel Licenses 
13.04.460 Damage to Property 
13.04.470 Dead Animal 
13.04.480 Unlawful Disposal Prohibited 
13.04.490 Exceptions 
13.04.500 Cost of Removal  
13.04.510 Responsibility of Livestock Owner 
13.04.520 Status of Violations 
13.04.530 Penalty for Violations 
13.04.540 Severability 
13.04.550 Damages 
 
 
  



CHAPTER 13.04 ANIMALS 
 

13.04.010 Animal Control 
 
“Animal Control” means that section of the City of Loyalton government which is specifically charged 
with the regulation of, and the enforcement of law dealing with animals existing within the incorporated 
territories of the County, known as the “City” of Loyalton and thereof which may, from time to time, 
contract with the County for such services.  
 
13.04.020 Animal Control Center 
 
“Animal Control Center” means the facilities provided by the City for impounding of animals, either 
directly or on contract.  
 
13.04.030 At Large 
 
“At large” means an animal off the premises of its owner and not under restraint by leash, or not under 
the control and in the immediate presence of the owner.  “At Large,” as applied to dogs, shall also man 
any dog on any road or street, whether publicly or privately maintained, and not under restraint by 
leash, and not under the control and in the immediate presence of the owner.   
A privately maintained road or street shall not include any such road or street service two or less 
residences or businesses.  For animals other than dogs, it shall also mean any unattended animals not 
confined by adequate fence or retrained by a tether.  An adequate fence is any fence which is good, 
strong, substantial, and sufficient to prevent the ingress and egress of the unattended animals.  No wire 
fence is a good and substantial fence withing the meaning of this article unless is has a minimum of four 
tightly stretched barbed wires securely fastened to posts of a reasonable strength, firmly set in the 
ground not more than one rod apart, one of which wires shall be at least four feet above the surface of 
the ground.  Any kind of wire or other fence of height, strength and capacity equal to or greater than the 
wire fence herein described is a good and substantial fence within the meaning of this article.  Further, 
any fence which is intended to restrict the ingress or egress of any particular animal which has the 
capacity to over, under, or through any fence in questions, is not a good and substantial fence unless its 
design and capacity is sufficient to prevent ingress and egress by the particular animal or animals in 
question.  
 
13.04.040 Chief of Animal Control 
 
“Chief of Animal Control” means the person designated by the County Director of Health to serve such 
capacity.  
 
13.04.050 Animal 
 
“Animal” means dogs or any domesticated animal of the canine family, as well as horses, donkeys, 
mules, burros, cattle, sheep, goats, swine, rabbits and fowl, commonly kept or raised in Sierra County as 
farm animals or beasts of burden.  
 
13.04.060 County versus City  
 
“County” means, unless otherwise specified, the County of Sierra. “City” means, unless otherwise 
specified, the incorporated City of Loyalton. 
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13.04.070 Health Department 
 
“Health Department” means the Health Department of the County.  
 
13.04.080 Health Officer 
 
“Health Officer” means the Health Officer of the County and any Health Department employee of other 
person duly authorized the Health Officer to act on his/her behalf.  
 
13.04.090 Impoundment 
 
“Impoundment” means the taking up and confining of an animal under the authority of the Chief of 
Animal Control in a manner consistent with recognized standards of humane treatment.  
 
13.04.110 Kennel 
“Kennel” means any enclosure, premises, building, structure, lot or area in or on which five (5) or more 
dogs of at least four (4) months of age are kept, harbored or maintained, for commercial or 
noncommercial purposes.  
 
13.04.110 Owner 
 
“Owner” means a person who possesses, has title to or an interest in, harbors, or has control, custody or 
possession of an animal.  The verb form of “to own” includes all these shades of meaning.  
 
13.04.120 Person 
 
“Person” means fictional entities such as corporations, estates, associations, partnerships and trusts, as 
well as one of more individual human beings.  
 
13.04.130 Vaccination 
 
“Vaccination” means the inoculation of a dog or other animal with a vaccine approved by and in the 
manner prescribed by the State Department of Public Health.  
 
13.04.140 Veterinarian 
 
“Veterinarian” means a person licensed by the State of California to practice veterinary medicine.  
 
13.04.150 Common Name 
 
This chapter shall be known as, and may be cited and referred to as the “Animal Control Law.” 
 
13.04.160 Jurisdiction 
 
Animal Control shall be under the direction and supervision of the Director of Health.  
 
13.04.170 Absence of Liability 
 
No liability shall be incurred for the disposition of any animal made pursuant to the provisions of this 
ordinance. 
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13.04.180 Responsibility 
 
The Director of Health shall be responsible for administrating this Chapter and shall have the authority 
to appoint a Chief of Animal Control. If no such appointment is made, the Director of Health shall be the 
Chief of Animal Control. The Chief of Animal Control is responsible for: 
 

a. The enforcement of this law, and  
b. All laws of the State of California pertain to the control of dogs.  
c. His/her duties shall include, but not be limited to the administration of any contract or contracts 

providing the following services or to administer the following services directly:  
1. To administer the Animal Control Center and keep such records as may be required by 

the County Board of Supervisors or City of Loyalton Council Members. 
2. To take up and impound animals which are in violation of this chapter.  
3. To remove and dispose of the carcass of any animal found on any public highway, street, 

alley and other public place.  
4. To quarantine animals and to cooperate with the County Health Officer.  
5. To administer licensing programs as provided for herein.  
6. To administer rabies clinics.  

 
13.04.190 Dogs Killing Livestock  

The Chief of Animal Control, the Sheriff, or any Deputy Sheriff may kill or authorize the killing of any dog 
found in the act of killing, wounding, or persistently pursing or worrying livestock or poultry on land or 
premises which are not owned or possessed by the owner of the dog.   

13.04.200 Rules and Regulations 

The Chief of Animal Control may formulate the rules and regulations in conformity with, and for the 
purposes of carrying out the intent of this chapter and compliance with such rules and regulations shall 
be prerequisite to the issuance and continued validity of any license or permit provided.  

13.04.210 Authority to Carry Firearms 

The Chief of Animal Control and such animal control officers as he/she may specifically designate in 
writing are authorized to carry firearms when acting in the course and scope of their employment 
pursuant to Section 12031 of the Penal Code of the State of California.  

13.04.220 Arrest Without Warrant: Citation Procedure 

 a. Any public officer or employee charged with the responsibility for enforcement of the 
provisions of this chapter may arrest a person with or without a warrant whenever he has reasonable 
cause to believe that the person to be arrested has committed a misdemeanor in his presence which is 
in violation of this chapter.  

 b. In any case in which a person arrested, pursuant to Subsection above, does not demand to be 
taken before a Magistrate, such public officer or employee making the arrest shall prepare a written 
Notice to Appear and release the person on his promise to appear, as prescribed by Chapter 5C 
(commencing with Section 853.6) of the Penal Code.  The provision of such Chapter shall thereafter 
apply with reference to any proceeding based upon the issuance of a written notice to Appear pursuant 
to this authority.  

13.04.180 – 13.04.220 



         

                                     
                            

         

                                   
                            

       

                                   
                                         
                                       

                            

     

                                 
                                       
                                       

          

   

                                       
                          

                 
                              

                
                                  

                              
                                        

                                 
                                       
                                     

                      
                                    

                            
                                  

               
                                      

                                 
    

                                 
                         
                                  

                             
  

     13.04.230 – 13.04.270 

13.04.230 Authority to Use Tranquilizers 

In performance of his duties the Chief of Animal Control shall have the authority to employ the use of 

the tranquilizer gun and all animal control devices in common use within the State. 

13.04.240 Authority to Enter Property 

The Chief of Animal Control may, in the performance of his duties, enter upon any property pursuant to 

law to ascertain if any of the provision of this Ordinance are being violated. 

13.04.250 Authority to Pursue 

In the performance of his/her duties, the Chief of Animal Control shall have the authority, when in the 

pursuit of an animal which in in violation of a provision of this Chapter, to go on the property of the 

owner or that of a third person for the purpose of impounding the animal, provided that in the course of 

such pursuit he shall exercise reasonable care to avoid causing damage to the property. 

13.04.260 Summary Action 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, if, in the judgement of the Chief of Animal Control, 

with the concurrence of the Director of Health, an animal found to be at large is unfit, and no further 

use, dangerous, injured, or ill, or should be destroyed, the Chief of Animal Control may, at any time, in a 

humane manner, destroy such animal. 

13.04.270 Violations 

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any animal to violate any of the provision of this Chapter herein 

before or hereinafter, or to commit any of the following acts, to wit: 

a. To allow any animal to run at large. 
b. To allow any animal to trespass upon public property or upon any private property without 

the consent of the owner of the property. 
c. If unauthorized, to remove from any dog any collar or harness or other devise to which a 

license tag is attached, for the current year, or to remove such license tag therefrom. 
d. To attach to, or keep upon, or cause to permit to be attached to or kept upon any dog any 

license tag provided by this Chapter, except a tag issued for such dog under the provision of 
this Chapter, or to attach to or keep upon, or cause or permit to be attached to or kept upon 
any dog, or to make or to cause or permit to be made, or to have in possession, any 
counterfeit or imitation of any tag provided for by this Chapter. 

e. To possess any unlicensed dog in the City, or to maintain, conduct or operate, or to cause to 
or permit to be maintained or operated in the City, any unlicensed dog kennel. 

f. To interfere with, oppose or resist the Chief of Animal Control while he is engaged in the 
performance of any act authorized by this Chapter 

g. To allow any female dog to run at large while in heat or breeding condition or to allow such 
female to remain accessible to other dogs running at large while said female is in heat or 
breeding condition. 

h. To permit any dog to trespass on any farm where livestock or domestic fowl are kept. 
i. To abandon any animal in Sierra County including the City of Loyalton. 
j. To possess any dog over four (4) months of age which does not have a current vaccination 

for rabies as evidenced by an official certificate thereof, except as otherwise provided in this 
Ordinance. 
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k. To allow any animal to go without adequate food, water, shelter, or proper care. 
l. To allow any dog known to be dangerous or vicious to run at large upon any street or other 

public place within the County. 
m. To own or possess any “Pit Bull” or “fighting dog” which is not confined within adequate 

fenced area or other physical enclosure to prevent egress by such animal at all times such 
animal is not in the direct pr4esence and control of the owner. 

13.04.280 Animals Causing Property Damage 

If any person has any loss or damage to property, livestock or poultry, which is caused by animals, the 

person may file a complaint in writing with the Chief of Animal Control. Such complaint shall state when 

and where the damage occurred, how much damage was done, and, if known, the name of the person 

who owns the animal(s) or the custodian in charge. The Chief of Animal Control shall investigate the 

complaint and if he/she finds such conditions exist, he/she may issue an order to confirm requiring said 

owner or custodian to abate such conditions within a reasonable length of time. Failure of the owner or 

custodian to abate such condition shall constitute the maintenance of a Public Nuisance. 

13.04.290 Nuisance Dogs 

a) It shall be unlawful for any person to own, possess, harbor, control, or keep on any premises any 
dog that barks or howls so continuously or incessantly as to unreasonably disturb the peace and 
tranquility of the neighborhood. However, the provision of this section shall not apply to any 
commercial dog kennel permitted by zoning law where located. The Animal Control 
Department is responsible for enforcement of the provisions of this section. 

b) For purposes of this section, evidence that the dog has barked or howled for an aggregate 
period of twenty (20) minutes out of one hour shall be sufficient for conviction, provided, 
however, that any barking or howling provided by a loose running dog or other animal, or 
nearby pedestrians shall not be included in such aggregate time. Provocation in the forms listed 
herein must occur within 100 feet of the barking or howling dog to be sufficient. 

c) For the purposes of this section, evidence that two or more dogs are provoking each other to 
bark, shall be sufficient for conviction under this section, so long as the barking continues for an 
aggregate twenty (20) minutes out of one hour, regardless of which dog commenced the 
barking. In such instance, owners of each dog involved shall be subject to citation. Proof that 
any individual dog barked for an aggregate twenty (20) minutes out of an hour shall not be 
required if it is shown that the barking of two or more of dogs was continuous sequentially or in 
concert for a twenty (20) minute period. 

d) Upon receipt of any complaint based or continuous or incessant barking or howling, an Animal 
Control Officer shall investigate and take a report from any complaining witness. 

e) Upon evaluation of the report, if in the opinion of the animal control officer a valid complaint 
exists, the officer shall contact the owner of the animal complained about and advise the owner 
of the existence of the complaint and instruct the owner to abate the nuisance. 

f) If the Animal Control Officer is unable to contact the owner personally, he shall leave posted on 
the premises in a conspicuous location a notice to contact Animal Control within five (5) days 
regarding the complaint. 

g) If a second complaint is received within a six (6) month period after the giving of such notice and 
warning regarding a dog barking or howling incessantly and continuously, whether or not the 
owner has responded to Animal Control as set forth in (f) above, the animal control officer shall 
investigate the second complaint and take a report from any complaining witness. 

h) Upon evaluation of the report, if in the opinion of the animal control officer the dog is creating a 
nuisance by barking or howling incessantly or continuously, the animal control officer shall issue 
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a citation to the owner of said animal for a violation of this section. Unless the violation is a 
third repeat offense ad defined in Section 13.04.290 (j) below, such violation shall be an 
infraction. Personal appearance before the court shall be mandatory. Forfeiture of bail shall 
not constitute a resolution of a violation of this section. 

i) If the animal control officer receives a third complaint regarding the same animal within one 
year from the first complaint, he shall repeat the process set forth in (g) and (h). 

j) If the owner of the animal, at the time of the issuance of any citation, has been convicted of a 
violation on two occasions within the previous year regarding the same animal, the violation of 
this section may be charged as a misdemeanor. 

k) If the animal control officer receives a complaint after one year or more has elapse since the 
most recent prior complaint, the officer shall issue a warning and continue pursuant to Section 
(e) through (i). 

l) The penalty for conviction of an infraction based on this section shall be a fine of up to One 
Hundred Dollars ($100.00). 

m) The penalty for conviction of a misdemeanor based on this section shall be up to six (6) months 
in jail and/or a fine of up to Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), and the owner shall be required to 
either remove the dog from the premises or have the dog surgically debarked. 

n) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent any party from bringing a civil action to 
abate the nuisance. 

13.04.300 Vicious or Dangerous Animals 

a) “Vicious or dangerous animal” shall mean any domesticated animal which shows a propensity to 
attack, bite, scratch, or harass people or other animals without provocation. 

b) The owner of any animal that has bitten or attached any human being or has killed, attached, or 
caused damage to any other animals, shall have the duty to take such reasonable steps as are 
necessary to prevent this animal from biting or attacking another human being or from killing, 
attacking, or causing damage to any other animal. 

c) The Chief of Animal Control, as to such vicious or dangerous animal, is empowered to: 
1. Notify the owner of such animal that such owner is required thereafter at all times to 

keep such animal in a secure enclosure or provide such other adequate secure restraints 
may be specified; or 

2. Notify the owner of such animal that reasonable cause exists, and a concise statement 
of reasons therefor, to believe that such animal will continue tin the future to be a 
menace to the safety of human beings or to other animals and that a hearing will be 
conducted by the City of Loyalton Council Members, or Hearing Officer selected by the 
City Council, to determine whether such animal should be destroyed. 

d) Should a hearing be ordered for an animal pursuant to Section 13.04.300 (c) the animal shall be 
impounded at the discretion of the Chief of Animal Control until after the hearing occurs and a 
decision is rendered. The Chief of Animal Control may as an alternative, require the owner of 
the animal to post a cost bond in the amount up to Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or other 
security acceptable to City Council, which cash bond or other security shall be forfeited in the 
event the animal is not delivered into the custody of the Chief of Animal Control if such is 
ordered after consideration of all the evidence at the hearing. 

1. Notification of such hearing shall be given by personal services of written notification on 
such owner not less than ten (10) calendar days prior to the hearing. 

2. Such hearing shall be held not longer than forty‐five (45) days after the animal is taken 
into custody, or forty‐five (45) days after the incident if the animal is not in custody. 
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3. At such hearing, the owner shall have the right to testify, to be represented by counsel, 
to present witnesses on his own behalf, to cross‐examine all other witnesses, and 
present oral and written documents and evidence on the issue. 

4. At the conclusion of the hearing, the City Council or Hearing Officer may make such 
orders as are appropriate for the protection of the public, including, but no limited to, 
orders that the animal may be destroyed by the Chief of Animal Control at a specified 
date, time, and location. 

e) Failure to comply with any restraint order issued under Section 13.04.300 is a misdemeanor. 

13.04.310 Duty to Report Bite 

It is the duty of any person having knowledge that may animal capable of transmitting rabies has bitten 

a human being within Sierra County to immediately report the fact to the County Health Department, 

the Chief of Animal Control, or the Sheriff and to furnish complete information thereof. 

13.04.320 Taking Up Stray Animals 

It is the duty of any person that takes up a stray animal to notify the Chief of Animal Control within 

forty‐eight (48) hours of taking up the animal. 

13.04.330 Animals Subject to Impoundment 

Any animal which is, to the knowledge of the Chief of Animal Control, engaged in an activity, or existing 

in a condition prohibited by this Chapter may be taken and impounded at the Animal Control Center or 

at such other place as may be approved the Director of Health. 

13.04.340 Impoundment of Livestock 

In addition to the power vested in the Chief of Animal Control for the impoundment of any horse, mule, 

cow, goat, sheep, hog, or burro found running at large, any peace officer is hereby empowered to 

impound such animal and to turn such animal over the Chief of Animal Control for disposition under this 

Chapter. 

13.04.350 Period of Impoundment 

a) All impounded dogs found waring a current dog license tag shall be kept in the Animal Control 
Center for a period of not less than fourteen (14) days unless redeemed within such period. 

b) All impounded dogs not wearing a current dog license tag shall be kept in the Animal Control 
Center for a period of not less than seventy‐two (72) hours unless redeemed within such period. 

c) Following the impoundment of any dog, the Chief of Animal Control shall notify the owner of 
any licensed dog or the owner of any unlicensed dog if known, either personally or in writing, 
and personally or by telephone if reasonably possible, after which said dog will otherwise be 
disposed of as authorized by this Chapter. 

d) Any impounded bovine animal shall be kept in the Animal Control Center for at least five (5) 
days unless it is redeemed within such period. 

e) Any other animal impounded, except dogs and bovine animals, shall be kept in the Animal 
Control Center for at least seven (7) days unless it is redeemed within such period. 

f) Following the impoundment of any animal other than dogs, the Chief of Animal Control shall 
notify the owner if know, in the writing or if the owner is not known, he/she may publish such 
notices and advertisements as he deems necessary for the return of such animals. Written 
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notice to owners of licensed dogs shall be by certified mail and the Animal Control Officer shall 
maintain a record of all mailings for a period not less than one (1) year. 

g) Any animal which is voluntarily surrendered to or deposit with the Animal Control Center or 
Authorized personnel thereof by the owner shall not be deemed impounded and need not be 
kept for retained for any minimum period of time. 

h) Any cat impounded, other than under Section 8.08.300 shall be cared for by the Chief of Animal 
Control for not less than seven (7) days after which such cat may be humanely destroyed or 
otherwise disposed of. 

13.04.360 Redemption 

The owner of any animal impounded may, at any time before the disposition thereof, redeem the same 

by offering proof of ownership, and by redeeming all proper fees and charges accrued as provided for by 

this Chapter provided, however, that if the animal is one which is subject to a license herein, the 

licensing requirements must be satisfied before the animal’s release, except that an impounded dog 

that has not been vaccinated against rabies (or exempted therefrom by an exemption certificate as 

provided in the Article) may be released to tan owner who has paid all fees required herein including the 

license fee, on condition that such owner shall: 

a) Have the dog vaccinated for rabies within ten (10) days; and 

b) Exhibit a valid certification of vaccination the Chief of Animal Control within ten (10) days, at which 

time the license will be issued. 

13.04.370 Disposition of Impounded Animals 

a) Except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance, an impounded animal which is not redeemed 
within the applicable holding period specified in this Chapter may, in the discretion of the Chief 
of Animal Control, be sold, transferred, destroyed, or otherwise disposed of. 

b) If an animal is sold, the receipt signed by the Chief of Animal Control shall be valid title to the 
purchaser. 
i. When any dog or cat is to be sold pursuant to this chapter, prior to the delivery of the 

animal, there shall be deposited by the purchaser with Animal Control, a spaying or 
neutering deposit which shall be designated for the veterinarian of the purchaser’s choice, 
for the partial payment of the spaying or neutering operation. The amount of the deposit 
shall be designated by the Chief of Animal Control. The purchaser shall be responsible for 
any additional costs of the spaying or neutering operation over and above the deposit. 
Upon receipt from the veterinarian that the spaying or neutering operation has been 
performed, the deposit will be forwarded to the veterinarian. In the event that the 
purchaser fails to have the animal spayed or neutered within the six‐month period following 
its purchase, the spaying and neutering deposit will be forfeited and shall become the 
property of the County subject to inter‐County controlled obligation, if any. 

c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter to the contrary, an impounded animal which 
is determined by the Chief of Animal Control to be unfit and of no further use, dangerous, injured 
or ill, may be destroyed or otherwise disposed of as ordered by the Chief of Animal Control upon 
the concurrence of the Administrator of Health and Medical Services. 



13.04.380 Impound Fees 

a) An impound fee for every impounded animal and/or livestock shall be charged and collected 
when claimed and before released in an amount set forth in a Resolution establishing such fees 
(“the Animal Control Fee Resolution”), a copy of which shall be maintained with this Chapter.  

b) When extraordinary care or expense is incurred, the actual cost will be charged.  In the case of 
animals other than dogs, this includes, but is not limited to, transportation, custody, boarding, 
and advertising expense.  

c) A redemption fee shall be charged and collected in an amount set forth in the Animal Control 
Fee Resolution.  

d) For taking into custody any dog, cat, or livestock at the request of the owner thereof, either at 
the Animal Shelter or the owner’s residence, a fee in the amount set forth in the Animal Control 
Fee Resolution shall be charged and collected.  

e) In the case of animals other than dogs, when the Chief of Animal Control causes an animal at 
large to be returned to the property of the owner of the animal, a fee amounting to time, 
mileage, and extraordinary expense may be charged.  

13.04.390 Quarantine 

a) The Chief of Animal Control shall ensure that all animals falling into the following categories 
shall be isolated or quarantined at the place and under the conditions prescribed by the Health 
Officer and pertinent State laws and regulations.  If the place of quarantine designated by the 
Health Officer is the owner’s residence, then a fee in an amount set forth in the Animal Control 
Fee Resolution shall be charged and collected.  
1. Known rabid animals. 
2. Suspected rabid animals.  
3. Animals that have bitten or otherwise exposed a human to rabies. 
4. Animals of a species subject to rabies which have been bitten by a known rabid or suspected 

rabid animal or have been in intimate contact with a rabid or suspected rabid animal.  
b) It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of an animal to violate any of other conditions of 

isolation or quarantine prescribed by the Health Officer.  

13.04.400 Delivery of Carcass 

Upon the death of any rabid animal, clinically suspected rabid animal, or animal which ha bitten or 
otherwise exposed a human to rabies, the Chief of Animal Control shall obtain and turn over to the 
Health Officer the carcass of said animal or an adequate specimen thereof.  

13.04.410 Vaccination 

Every dog over four (4) months of age shall have a medically current vaccination with a canine anti-
rabies vaccine approved by the Health Department of the State of California.  Such vaccination shall be 
administered by a veterinarian or as provided through county recognized vaccination clinics.  

Every person who owns or comes to own an unvaccinated dog shall have ten (10) days in which to 
comply with the provisions of this section.  

Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary herein, no dog need to be vaccinated for rabies where:  

a) A licensed veterinarian has examined said dog and certified at such time that vaccination 
would endanger the dog’s health because of physiological reasons; and  
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b) Such certificate is presented to the Health Officer within five (5) days of such examination; 
and  

c) The Health Officer concurs in the opinion of the veterinarian, contained in such certificate, 
and endorses on such certificate his approval thereof.  Such certificate must bear the date of 
issuance and must be renewed each year.  

Every veterinarian, after vaccinating a dog for rabies, shall issue a certificate and furnish one copy of the 
certificate to the owner of the dog and one copy to the Chief of Animal Control.  The Certificate shall be 
in the form prescribed by the Chief of Animal Control.  

13.04.420 Licenses 

The dog licenses and kennel licenses required by this Chapter shall be issued upon the payment of the 
fees herein fixed for a period of twelve (12) months commencing upon the date of application and upon 
the showing of a valid certificate of rabies vaccination.  Such dog licenses shall expire on the anniversary 
date of the rabies certificate, but in no case shall a dog license be valid past the expiration date of the 
rabies certificate.  

a) Every dog over four (4) months of age shall be subject to an annual license fee in the 
amount set forth in the Animal Control Fee Resolution.  

b) Any personal failing to procure a dog licenses prior to the expiration date of a previously 
issued dog licenses shall pay the amount set forth in the Animal Control Fee Resolution as a 
penalty for such failure.  

c) Any person failing to procure a dog licenses with thirty (30) days after the dog becomes four 
(4) months of age shall pay the amount set forth in the Animal Control Fee Resolution as a 
penalty for such failure.  

d) Any person failing to procure a dog license within thirty (30) days of bringing such dog into 
the County shall pay the amount as set forth in the Animal Control Fee Resolution as a 
penalty for such failure.  

e) The Chief of Animal Control shall procure and issue serial numbered license tags stamped 
with the name of the County.  Such tags shall on be issued upon the application of owners 
who have complied with the vaccination and fee provision of this Chapter, and such license 
tag will be permanently issued for each dog and shall remain with that dog.  

f) Every dog shall be provided by the owner with a suitable collar or other device to which a 
dog license tag shall be attached.  

g) A fee shall not be levied for any dog license issued for a see-eye dog owned by a blind or 
partially blind person, a dog used by any law enforcement personnel, or any dog owned by a 
senior citizen over the age of sixty-five (65) years.  The forgoing shall not exempt any animal 
from the requirement of maintaining a current rabies vaccination.  

h) In the event a license tag is lost from the body of any dig for which the same was issued, the 
owner shall, within ten (10) days thereafter, procure another and new license for such dog, 
for which he/she shall pay a fee as set forth in the Animal Control Fee Resolution.  As often 
as any license is lost, the same shall be replaced in the same manner as hereinabove 
provided, within the same license year.  

i) The Chief of Animal Control may authorize veterinarians to sell dog licenses pursuant to this 
Chapter.  Such veterinarians shall be reimbursed the amount as set forth in in the Animal 
Control Fee Resolution for each license sold.  

j) At the request of an owner and upon showing of a valid certificate of rabies vaccinations, a 
license for a cat my issued and an annual fee in the amount set forth in the Animal Control 
Fee Resolution shall be charged and collected.  
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k) The Chief of Animal Control shall charge and collect an application and annual permit fee in 
addition to regular license fees for any vicious or dangerous animal as defined in Section 
13.04.300 in amounts set forth in the Animal Control Fee Resolution.  

l) Any person failing to procure a permit for a vicious or dangerous animal prior to the 
expiration date of a previously issued permit shall pay an amount as set forth in the Animal 
Control Fee Resolution as a penalty for such failure.  

13.04.430 Renewal Notices  

At least thirty (30) days prior to the expiration date of a dog license or kennel license, the Chief of 
Animal Control shall mail a renewal notice to the owner of a dog or the owner of a kennel.  The 
foregoing notwithstanding, it shall be the duty and obligation of any owner to maintain current licensing 
on all dogs and all kennels and the failure to receive notice of renewal, for any reason, shall not 
constitute a defense or waiver of any provision of this Chapter.  

13.04.440 Kenneled Dogs  

Dogs kept in or at a kennel shall be subject to all the regulations and controls herein pertaining to non-
kennel dogs except for the individual dog license requirements.  

13.04.450 Kennel Licenses 

a) No person shall own a kennel without first applying to and receiving from the Chief of Animal 
Control an animal license to do so, if the zoning is proper.  
 
The application for a license shall contain the name of the applicant, his address, the address for 
the proposed location of the kennel if different from the applicant’s, a brief description of the 
housing facilities and the number and description of the dogs to be kept therein.  
 
The fee for the issuance of a kennel license shall be due and payable by the owner on the first 
day of July each year according to the fees set forth in the Animal Control Fee Resolution.   
Any person failing to procure and pay for a kennel license or who fails to pay for a new kennel 
license prior to the expiration date of the previous license shall pay the amount as set forth in in 
the Animal Control Fee Resolution as penalty for such failure.  
 

b) The Chief of Animal Control shall procure and issue serial numbered license tags stamped with 
the name of the County.  Such tags shall only be issued in the following numbers upon the 
application of kennel owners who have complied with the vaccination and fee provision of this 
Chapter.  

Two (2) tags for kennels with five (5) to ten (10) dogs; Four (4) tags for kennels with eleven (11) 
to fifteen (15) dogs; Six (6) tags for kennels with sixteen (16) or more dogs.  

Any dog which is removed from the physical location of kennel shall have a license tag attached 
to its collar at all times; additional tags can be obtained for the amount as set forth in the 
Animal Control Fee Resolution.  

c) Upon receipt of an application for a kennel license by the Chief of Animal Control, the 
application shall be forwarded to the Building Inspection Section of the County Department of 
Public Works, the Public health Department of the County, the Planning Department of the 
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County, and designated employees of these departments shall ascertain whether or not the 
applicant’s plan is in conformity with County law governing their respective department.  

If the applicant’s kennel is in conformity with the law governing said departments, departmental 
approval shall be indicated on the fact of the application.  If the applicant’s kennel is not in 
conformity with the law governing said departments, the face of the application shall be marked 
“NOT APPROVED” and the reason for the non-approval noted thereon, along with any revision 
or changes in the applicant’s kennel which, if made, would result in approval by the department 
in question.   

Upon approval by said department of an application for a license, the Chief of Animal Control 
shall make any investigation he deems proper.  He shall approve an application if he finds all of 
the following:  

1) Keeping the kennel at the location specified in the application will not violate any 
low or ordinance of this County of any law of the State of California.  

2) Keeping and maintenance of the kennel will not endanger the peace, health, or 
safety of persons in the immediate vicinity, or in the County as a whole.  

3) Premises and housing where the kennel is to be maintained are in a clean and 
sanitary condition, and any dog kept therein will not be subject to suffering, cruelty 
or abuse.  

4) The applicant has not had a license provided for herein revoked within a year prior 
to the date of application.  

5) Keeping and maintenance of the kennel does not constitute a public nuisance.  

 

 
d) Any kennel license issue pursuant to this Article may be revoked or suspended as herein 

provided if, after investigation, the Chief of Animal Control finds any of the following to be true:  
1) The owner, his agent or employee has been convicted of any offense involving the violation 

of Section 597 of the Penal Code of the State of California, or any provision of this Chapter, 
or is in violation of the zoning, health and safety or building ordinances relating to the 
keeping of dogs; or  

2) The owner has failed to keep and maintain the premises or housing for the kennel in a clean 
and sanitary condition; or  

3) The owner has at the place for which the kennel license was issued, failed to provide any 
dog with proper food, water, shelter, or attention; or  

4) The owner has violated any rules, regulations, or conditions adopted by the Chief of Animal 
Control as necessary to ensure that the kennel will not endanger the safety of any person or 
property.  

13.04.460 Damage to Property – Cats  

No owner of a domestic call shall permit or suffer the cate to damage property, public or private, real or 
personal, or to bite, scratch, or claw nay human being or other animal which is on the property of 
another.  
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13.04.470 Dead Animal 

Dead animal, as used herein, shall mean the body of any dead horse, mule, cow, ox, bull, or other animal 
which wights fifty (50) pounds or more at the time of death.  

13.04.480 Unlawful Disposal Prohibited 

It shall be unlawful for any person owning or having under his control a deal animal to permit such dead 
animal to remain unburied for a period in excess of twenty-four (24) hours.  

13.04.490 Exceptions 

This Article shall not apply to any animal killed for purposes of consumption provided that the remains 
of such dead animal are processed in such a manner as to prevent such dead animal from spoiling.  

13.04.500 Cost of Removal  

In addition to any other penalty herein, the County shall be entitled to dispose of any dead animal 
coming within the prohibition of this Chapter if such animal remains unburied for a period in excess of 
twenty-four (24) hours.  Such costs of removal and burial shall be a lien and charge against the owner 
and person in control of such animal immediately prior to its death.  The County shall attempt to contact 
the owner of such dead animal prior to disposing of same.  

13.04.510 Responsibility of Livestock Owner 

If livestock cause or occasion damage by breaking through a lawful fence, the owner and person entitled 
to possession of the livestock shall be responsible for such damage.  Nothing herein shall be construed 
to establish liability as to unfenced land.  

13.04.520 Status of Violations 

The first and second violation of this Chapter (other than Section 13.04.290 or unless specifically proved 
in this Chapter) shall constitute an infraction.  If the owner or person in control of an animal, at the time 
of the issuance of any citation, has been convicted of a violation of this Chapter or has pled no contest 
to such violations on two occasions withing the previous twelve (12) months regarding the same animal, 
or if there is a violation of 13.01.300(b) then the violation of the Chapter may be charged as a 
misdemeanor.  

13.04.530 Penalty for Violations 

The penalty for conviction of the first infraction (other than Section 13.04.530) based on a violation of 
this Chapter shall be fine of Twenty Dollars ($20.00).  The penalty for conviction of the second infraction 
within twelve (12) months regarding the same animal shall be up to One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).  The 
penalty for conviction of a misdemeanor based on this Chapter shall be up to six (6) months in jail 
and/or a fine of up to Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00).  

13.04.540 Severability 

If any provision of Sections 13.04.010 – 13.04.530 is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional 
by the decision of any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portion of said Section.  The Board of Supervisors declares that it would have added said 
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Section and each provision thereof irrespective of the fact that any portion thereof be declared invalid 
or unconstitutional.  

13.04.550 Damages 

Nothing in Sections 13.04.010 – 13.04.530 shall be deemed to change in any manner any other remedies 
for damages otherwise available to a landowner, livestock owner, or third parties.  

 

 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of July, 2021 by the City Council of the City of Loyalton, State of 
California, by the following vote:  

AYES:  S. Jackson, D. Riede, N. Rogers, J, Markum, J. Gerow 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None   

ABSTAINED: None 

 

       _/s/  Sarah Jackson__________________ 

       Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:  

 

_/s/  Kathy LeBlanc_____________ 

City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 414 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOYALTON 

DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
AMENDED 

CHAPTER 14.01 - FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 
 

PART 14-FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 
 
 
14.01 - Statutory Authorization 
 
The Legislature of the State of California has in Government Code Sections 65302, 65560, and 65800 et 
seq., conferred upon local government units authority to adopt regulations designed to promote the 
public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry. Therefore, Loyalton City Council of the City of 
Loyalton does hereby adopt the following floodplain management regulations. 
 
14.02 - Findings of Fact 
 

(a) The flood hazard areas of the City of Loyalton are subject to periodic inundation which can 
result in loss of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and 
governmental services, extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief, 
and impairment of the tax base, all of which adversely affect the public health, safety, and 
general welfare. 

 
(b) These flood losses are caused by uses that are inadequately elevated, flood proofed, or 

protected from flood damage. The cumulative effect of obstructions in areas of special flood 
hazards which increase flood heights and velocities also contribute to the flood loss. 

 
 
14.03 - Statement of Purpose 
 
It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare, and to 
minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions designed to: 
 

(a) Protect human life and health; 
 
(b) Minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects; 
 
(c) Minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally 
undertaken at the expense of the general public; 
 
(d) Minimize prolonged business interruptions; 
 
(e) Minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains; electric, 
telephone and sewer lines, and streets and bridges located areas of special flood hazard; 
 
(f) Help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of 
areas of special flood hazard so as to minimize future blighted areas caused by flood damage; 
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(g) Ensure that potential buyers are notified that property is in an area of special flood 
hazard; and 
 
(h) Ensure that those who occupy the areas of special flood hazard assume responsibility 
for their actions. 

 
 
14.04 - Methods of Reducing Flood Losses 
 
In order to accomplish its purposes, this ordinance includes methods and provisions to: 
 

(a) Restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous to health, safety, and property due to water or 
erosion hazards, or which result in damaging increases in erosion, flood heights or velocities; 
 

(b) Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be protected 
against flood damage at the time of initial construction; 
 

(c) Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective barriers, 
which help accommodate or channel flood waters; 
 

(d) Control filling, grading, dredging, and other development which may increase flood damage; and 
 

(e) Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert flood waters 
or which may increase flood hazards in other areas. 

 
 
14.05 - Definitions 
 
Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this ordinance shall be interpreted so as to 
give them the meaning they have in common usage and to give this ordinance its most reasonable 
application. 
 
 

14.05.010 - "Accessory structure" means a non-habitable structure that is used solely for 
the parking of cars, limited storage of materials and other similar accessory uses. 
 
14.05.020 - "Accessory use" means a use which is incidental and subordinate to the 
principal use of the parcel of land on which it is located. 
 
14.05.030 - "Appeal" means a request for a review of the Floodplain Administrator's 
interpretation of any provision of this ordinance. 
 
14.05.040 - "Base flood" means a flood which has a one percent chance of being equaled or 
exceeded in any one year (also called the "100-year flood"). Base flood is the term used 
throughout this ordinance. 
 
14.05.050 - "Basement" means any area of the building having its floor subgrade - i.e., 
below ground level - on all sides. 
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14.05.060 - "Development" means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real 
estate, including but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, 
grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials. 
 
14.05.070 - "Encroachment" means the advance or infringement of uses, plant growth, fill, 
excavation, buildings, permanent structures or development into a floodplain which may 
impede or alter the flow capacity of a floodplain. 
 
14.05.080 - "Existing manufactured home park or subdivision" means a manufactured 
home park or subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which 
the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, 
the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is 
completed before the effective date of the floodplain management regulations adopted by a 
community. 
 
14.05.090 - "Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision" means the 
preparation of additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of 
streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 
 
14.05.100 - "Flood, flooding, or flood water" means a general and temporary condition of 
partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas from the overflow of inland waters; 
the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 
 
14.05.110 - "Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM)" means the official map on which 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency or Federal Insurance Administration has delineated 
both the areas of special flood hazards and the floodway. 
 
14.05.120 - "Flood Hazard Boundary Map" means the official map on which the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency or Federal Insurance Administration has delineated the areas 
of flood hazards. 
 
14.05.130 - "Flood Insurance Rate Map" means the official map on which the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency or Federal Insurance Administration has delineated both the 
areas of special flood hazards and the risk premium zones applicable to the community. 
 
14.05.140 - "Flood Insurance Study" means the official report provided by the Federal 
Insurance Administration that includes flood profiles, the Flood Insurance Rate Map, the Flood 
Boundary and Floodway Map, and the water surface elevation of the base flood. 
 
14.05.150 - "Floodplain or flood-prone area" means any land area susceptible to being 
inundated by water from any source - see "Flooding." 
 
14.05.160 - "Floodplain Administrator" is the individual appointed to administer and 
enforce the floodplain management regulations. 
 
14.05.170 - "Floodplain management" means the operation of an overall program of 
corrective and preventive measures for reducing flood damage and preserving and enhancing, 
where possible, natural resources in the floodplain, including but not limited to emergency 
preparedness plans, flood control works, floodplain management regulations, and open space 
plans. 
 

14.05 Continued 



14.05.180 - "Floodplain management regulations" means this ordinance and other zoning 
ordinances, subdivision regulations, building codes, health regulations, special purpose 
ordinances (such as grading and erosion control) and other application of police power which 
control development in flood-prone areas. This term describes federal, state or local regulations 
in any combination thereof which provide standards for preventing and reducing flood loss and 
damage. 
 
14.05.190 - "Floodproofing" means any combination of structural and nonstructural 
additions, changes, or adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real 
estate or improved real property, water and sanitary facilities, structures, and their contents. 
 
14.05.200 - "Floodway" means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent 
land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively 
increasing the water surface elevation more than one foot. Also referred to as "Regulatory 
Floodway." 
 
14.05.210 - "Floodway fringe" is that area of the floodplain on either side of the 
"Regulatory Floodway'' where encroachment may be permitted. 
 
14.05.220 - "Fraud and victimization" as related to Section 14.23 of this ordinance, means 
that the variance granted must not cause fraud on or victimization of the public. In examining 
this requirement, the Loyalton City Council will consider the fact that every newly constructed 
building adds to government responsibilities and remains a part of the community for fifty to 
one-hundred years. Buildings that are permitted to be constructed below the base flood 
elevation are subject during all those years to increased risk of damage from floods, while future 
owners of the property and the community as a whole are subject to all the costs, 
inconvenience, danger, and suffering that those increased flood damages bring. In addition, 
future owners may purchase the property, unaware that it is subject to potential flood damage, 
and can be insured only at very high flood insurance rates. 
 
14.05.230 - "Functionally dependent use" means a use which cannot perform its intended 
purpose unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only 
docking facilities, port facilities that are necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or 
passengers, and ship building and ship repair facilities, and does not include long-term storage 
or related manufacturing facilities. 
 
14.05.240 - "Governing body" is the local governing unit, i.e., county or municipality, that is 
empowered to adopt and implement regulations to provide for the public health, safety and 
general welfare of its citizenry. 
 
14.05.250- "Habitable area" is living and/or sleeping quarters, or enclosed conditioned 
spaces suitable for overnight occupation and eligible for classification under the California 
Building Code as Residential Group R. 
 
14.05.260 - "Hardship" as related to Section 14.23 of this ordinance means the exceptional 
hardship that would result from a failure to grant the requested variance. The Sierra County 
Board of Supervisors requires that the variance be exceptional, unusual, and peculiar to the 
property involved. Mere economic or financial hardship alone is not exceptional. Inconvenience, 
aesthetic considerations, physical handicaps, personal preferences, or the disapproval of one's 
neighbors likewise cannot, as a rule, qualify as an exceptional hardship. All of these problems 
can be resolved through other means without granting a variance, even if the alternative is 
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more expensive, or requires the property owner to build elsewhere or put the parcel to a 
different use than originally intended. 
 
14.05.270 - “Highest adjacent grade" means the highest natural elevation of the ground 
surface prior to construction next to the proposed walls of a structure. 
 
14.05.280 - "Historic structure" means any structure that is 
 
(a) Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places {a listing maintained by the 

Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as 
meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; 

 
(b) certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to 

the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily 
determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district; 

 
(c) individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic 

preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of Interior; or 
 
(d) individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic 

preservation programs that have been certified either by an approved state program as 
determined by the Secretary of the Interior or directly by the Secretary of the Interior 
in states with approved programs. 

 
14.05.290 - "Levee" means a man-made structure, usually an earthen embankment, 
designed and constructed in accordance with sound engineering practices to contain, control or 
divert the flow of water so as to provide protection from temporary flooding. 
 
14.05.300 - "Levee system" means a flood protection system which consists of a levee, or 
levees, and associated structures, such as closure and drainage devices, which are constructed 
and operated in accord with sound engineering practices. 
 
14.05.310 - "Lowest floor" means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area, including 
basement (see "Basement" definition). 
 
(a) An unfinished or flood resistant enclosure below the lowest floor that is usable solely 

for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in an area other than a basement 
area, is not considered a building's lowest floor provided it conforms to applicable non-
elevated design requirements, including, but not limited to: 

 
I. the wet floodproofing standard in Subsection 14.17.003; 
 
2. the anchoring standards in Subsection 14.17.001; 
 
3. the construction materials and methods standards in Subsection 14.17.002; and 
 
4. the standards for utilities in Section 14.18. 

 
(b) For residential structures, all subgrade enclosed areas are prohibited as they are 

considered to be basements (see "Basement" definition). This prohibition includes 
below-grade garages and storage areas. 
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14.05.140 - "Manufactured home" means a structure, transportable in one or more 
sections, which is built on a permanent chassis and is designed for use with or without a 
permanent foundation when attached to the required utilities. The term "manufactured home" 
does not include a "recreational vehicle." 
 
14,0S.330 - "Manufactured home park or subdivision" means a parcel (or contiguous 
parcels) of land divided into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale. 
 
14.05.340 - "Mean sea level" means, for purposes of the National Flood Insurance Program, 
the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929 or other datum, to which base flood 
elevations shown on a community's Flood Insurance Rate Map are referenced. 
 
14.05.350- "Mixed-Use construction" means buildings, structures or other improvements 
containing design elements or spaces suitable for both commercial, non residential uses and 
residential-type uses including but not limited to habitable areas. Living quarters accessory to 
permitted commercial uses. 
 
14.05.360 - "New construction," for floodplain management purposes, means structures 
for which the "start of construction" commenced on or after the effective date of floodplain 
management regulations adopted by this community, and includes any subsequent 
improvements to such structures. 
 
14.05.370 - "New manufactured home park or subdivision" means a manufactured home 
park or subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the 
construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is 
completed on or after the effective date of floodplain management regulations adopted by this 
community. 
 
14.05.380 - "Obstruction" includes, but is not limited to, any dam, wall, wharf, 
embankment, levee, dike, pile, abutment, protection, excavation, channelization, bridge, 
conduit, culvert, building, wire, fence, rock, gravel, refuse, fill, structure, vegetation or other 
material in, along, across or projecting into any watercourse which may alter, impede, retard or 
change the direction and/or velocity of the flow of water, or due to its location, its propensity to 
snare or collect debris carried by the flow of water, or its likelihood of being carried 
downstream. 
 
14.05.390 -  "One-hundred-year flood" or "100-year flood" - see "Base flood." 
 
14.05.400 - "Public safety and nuisance" as related to Section 14.25 of this ordinance 
means that the granting of a variance must not result in anything which is injurious to safety or 
health of an entire community or neighborhood, or any considerable number of persons, or 
unlawfully obstructs the free passage or use, in the customary manner, of any navigable lake, 
river, bay, stream, canal, or basin. 
 
14.05.410 - "Recreational vehicle" means a vehicle which is 
 
(a) Built on a single chassis; 
 
(b) 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection; 
 
(c) Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light-duty truck; and 
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(d) Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters 

for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 
 
14.05.420 - "Regulatory floodway" means the channel of a river or other watercourse and 
the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without 
cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than one foot. 
 
14.05.430 - "Remedy a violation" means to bring the structure or other development into 
compliance with state or local floodplain management regulations or, if this is not possible, to 
reduce the impacts of its noncompliance. Ways that impacts may be reduced include protecting 
the structure or other affected development from flood damages, implementing the 
enforcement provisions of the ordinance or otherwise deterring future similar violations, or 
reducing State or Federal financial exposure with regard to the structure or other development. 
 
14.05.440 - "Riverine" means relating to, formed by, or resembling a river (including 
tributaries), stream, brook, etc. 
 
14.05.450 - "Sheet flow area" - see "Area of shallow flooding." 
 
14.05.460 - "Special flood hazard area (SFHA)" means an area having special flood hazards 
and shown on an FHBM or FIRM as Zone A, Al-A30, AE, A99, E, or M. 
 
14.05.470 - "Start of construction" includes substantial improvement and other proposed 
new development and means the date the building permit was issued, provided the actual start 
of construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, placement, or other 
improvement was within 180 days from the date of the permit. The actual start means either 
the first placement of permanent construction of a structure on a site, such as the pouring of 
slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any work beyond the 
stage of excavation; or the placement of a manufacture home on a foundation. Permanent 
construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, grading, and filling; nor does it 
include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it include excavation for a 
basement, footings, piers, or foundations or the erection of temporary forms. For a substantial 
improvement, the actual start of construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, 
floor, or other structural part of a building, whether or not that alteration affects the external 
dimensions of the building. 
 
14.05.480 - "Structure" means a walled and/or roofed building that is principally above 
ground; this includes a gas or liquid storage tank or a manufactured home. 
 
14.05.490 - "Substantial damage" means damage of any origin sustained by a structure 
whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before damaged condition would equal or 
exceed 50 percent of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. 
 
14.05.500 - "Substantial improvement" means any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, 
or other proposed new development of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 
percent of the market value of the structure before the "start of construction" of the 
improvement. This term includes structures which have incurred "substantial damage," 
regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not, however, include either: 
 
(a) Any project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations or state or local 

health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which have been identified by the local 
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code enforcement official and which are the minimum necessary to assure safe living 
conditions; or 

 
(b) Any alteration of a "historic structure," provided that the alteration will not preclude the 

structure's continued designation as a "historic structure." 
 
14.05.510 - "Variance" means a grant of relief from the requirements of this ordinance 
which permits construction in a manner that would otherwise be prohibited by this ordinance. 
 
14.05.520 - "Violation" means the failure of any structure or other development to be fully 
compliant with the community's floodplain management regulations. A structure or other 
development without the elevation certificate, other certifications, or other evidence of 
compliance required in this ordinance is presumed to be in violation until such time as that 
documentation is provided. 
 
14.05.530 - "Water surface elevation" means the height, in relation to the National 
Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929 (or other datum, where specified), of floods of various 
magnitudes and frequencies in the floodplains of coastal or riverine areas. 
 
14.05.540 - "Watercourse" means a lake, river, creek, stream, wash, arroyo, channel or 
other topographic feature on or over which waters flow at least periodically. Watercourse 
includes specifically designated areas in which substantial flood damage may occur. 

  
 
14.06 - Lands to Which this Ordinance Applies 
 
This ordinance shall apply to all areas of special flood hazards within the jurisdiction of the City of 
Loyalton. 
 
 
14.07 - Basis for Establishing the Areas of Special Flood Hazard 
 
The areas of special flood hazard identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in 
the "Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for Sierra County, California and incorporated areas" dated September 
I, I988 and accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM's) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Maps 
(FBFM's) dated September 1, 1988, and all subsequent amendments and/or revisions, are hereby 
adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this ordinance. This FIS and attendant mapping is the 
minimum area of applicability of this ordinance and may be supplemented by studies for other areas 
which allow implementation of this ordinance and which are recommended to the Loyalton City Council 
by the Floodplain Administrator. The study, FIRM's and FBFM's are on file at the City of Loyalton City Hall 
Office, 210 Front Street, Loyalton, California, 961I8. 
 
 
14.08 - Compliance 
 
No development, structure or land shall hereafter be constructed, located, extended, converted, or 
altered without full compliance with the term of this ordinance and other applicable regulations. 
Violation of the requirements (including violations of conditions and safeguards established in 
connection with conditions) shall constitute a misdemeanor. Nothing herein shall prevent the City 
Council of the City of Loyalton from taking such lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any 
violation. 
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14.09 - Abrogation and Greater Restrictions 
 
This ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing easements, covenants, or deed 
restrictions. However, where this ordinance and another ordinance, easement, covenant, or deed 
restriction conflict or overlap, whichever imposes the more stringent restrictions shall prevail. 
 
 
14.10 - Interpretation 
 
In the interpretation and application of this ordinance, all provisions shall be: 
 

(a) Considered as minimum requirements; 
 
(b) Liberally construed in favor of the governing body; and 
 
(c) Deemed neither to limit nor repeal any other powers granted under state statutes. 

 
 
14.11 - Warning and Disclaimer of Liability 
 
The degree of flood protection required by this ordinance is considered reasonable for regulatory 
purposes and is based on scientific and engineering considerations. Larger floods can and will occur on 
rare occasions. Flood heights may be increased by man-made or natural causes. This ordinance does not 
imply that land outside the areas of special flood hazards or uses permitted within such areas will be 
free from flooding or flood damages. This ordinance shall not create liability on the part of the Loyalton 
City Council, any officer or employee thereof, the State of California, or the Federal Insurance 
Administration, Federal Emergency Management Agency, for any flood damages that result from 
reliance on this ordinance or any administrative decision lawfully made hereunder. 
 
 
14.12 - Severability 
 
This ordinance and the various parts thereof are hereby declared to be severable. Should any section of 
this ordinance be declared by the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect 
the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any portion thereof other than the section so declared to be 
unconstitutional or invalid. 
  
 
14.13 - Establishment of Development Permit 
 
A development permit shall be obtained before any construction or other development begins within 
any area of special flood hazard established in Section 14.07. Application for a development permit shall 
be made on forms furnished by the Floodplain Administrator. The applicant shall provide the following 
minimum information: 
 

(a) Plans in duplicate, drawn to scale, showing: 
 

1. The nature, location, dimensions, and elevation of the area in question; existing or 
proposed structures, storage of materials and equipment and their location; 

 
2. Proposed locations of water supply, sanitary sewer, and other facilities; 
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3. Grading information showing existing and proposed contours, any proposed fill, and 
drainage facilities; 

 
4. Location of the regulatory floodway when applicable; 
 
5. Base Flood Elevation information. The applicant shall provide a flood elevation 

certificate as certified by a registered professional engineer or surveyor. 
 
6. Proposed elevation in relation to mean sea level, of the lowest floor (including 

basement) of all structures; and 
 
7. Proposed elevation in relation to mean sea level to which any nonresidential 

structure will be floodproofed, as required in Section 14.17.003.b. of this ordinance 
and detailed in FEMA Technical Bulletin TB 3-93. 

 
(b) Certification from a registered professional engineer or surveyor that the foundation for 

the construction is built to the correct elevation standard per the preliminary elevation 
certificate. 

 
(c) Prior to final approval of the development permit: the applicant shall provide certification 

from a registered professional engineer or surveyor, in the form of a final elevation 
certificate, that the final construction meets the correct elevation standard per the 
preliminary elevation certificate and the requirements of this part. 

 
(d) Certification from a registered professional engineer or architect that the nonresidential 

floodproofed building meets the floodproofing criteria in Section 14.17.003.b. 
 
(e) For a crawl-space foundation, location and total net area of foundation openings as 

required in Section 14.17.004. of this ordinance and detailed in FEMA Technical Bulletins 
1-93 and 7-93. 

 
(f) Description of the extent to which any watercourse will be altered or relocated as a result 

of proposed development. 
 
(g) All appropriate certifications listed in Section 14.15.004. 

 
 
14.14 - Designation of the Floodplain Administrator 
 
The Sierra County Director of Planning and Public Works is hereby appointed to administer, implement, 
and enforce this Part by granting or denying development permits in accord with its provisions. 
 
 
14.15 - Duties and Responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator 
 
The duties and responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator shall include, but not be limited to the 
following. 
  

14.15.01 - Permit Review 
 
Review all development permits to determine that 
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(a) permit requirements of this ordinance have been satisfied; 
 
(b) all other required state and federal permits have been obtained; 
 
(c) the site is reasonably safe from flooding; 
 
(d) the proposed development does not adversely affect the carrying capacity of 

areas where base flood elevations have been determined but a floodway has not 
been designated. This means that the cumulative effect of the proposed 
development when combined with all other existing and anticipated development 
will not increase the water surface elevation of the base flood more than one foot 
at any point within Sierra County; and 

 
(e) All Letters of Map Revision (LOMR's) for flood control projects are approved prior 

to the issuance of building permits. Building permits must not be issued based on 
Conditional Letters of Map Revision (CLOMR's). Approved CLOMR's allow 
construction of the proposed flood control project and land preparation as 
specified in the "start of construction" definition. 

 
14.15.02 - Review, Use and Development of Other Base Flood Data 
 
When base flood elevation data has not been provided in accordance with Section 14.07, the 
Floodplain Administrator shall obtain, review, and reasonably utilize any base flood elevation 
and floodway data available from a federal or state agency, or other source, in order to 
administer Sections 14.17 through 14.22. Any such information shall be submitted to the City 
Council of the City of Loyalton for adoption. 
 
NOTE: A base flood elevation may be obtained using one of two methods from the FEMA 
publication, FEMA 265. "Managing Floodplain Development in Approximate Zone A Areas - A 
Guide for Obtaining and Developing Base (100-year) Flood Elevation" dated July l995. 
 
14.15.003 - Notification of Other Agencies 
 
In alteration or relocation of a watercourse: 
 

(a) notify adjacent communities and the California Department of Water Resources 
prior to alteration or relocation; 

 
(b) submit evidence of such notification to the Federal Insurance Administration, 

Federal Emergency Management Agency; and 
 
(c) assure that the flood carrying capacity within the altered or relocated portion of 

said watercourse is maintained. 
 
14.15.004 - Documentation of Floodplain Development 
 
Obtain and maintain for public inspection and make available as needed the following: 
 

(a) certification required by Subsection 14. l 7.003(a) (floor elevations); 
 
(b) certification required by Subsection 14.17.003(b) (elevation or floodproofing of 

nonresidential structures); 
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(c) certification required by Subsection 14.17.004 (floodproofing standard); 
 
(d) certification of elevation required by Section 14.19(b) (subdivision standards); 
 
(e) certification required by Section 14.22(a) (floodway encroachments). 

 
14.15.005 - Map Determinations 
 
Make interpretations where needed, as to the exact location of the boundaries of the areas of 
special flood hazard, for example, where there appears to be a conflict between a mapped 
boundary and actual field conditions. The person contesting the location of the boundary shall 
be given a reasonable opportunity to appeal the interpretation as provided in Sections 14.23 
through 14.25. 
 
14.15.006 - Remedial Action 
 
Take action to remedy violations of this ordinance as specified in Section 14.08. 

 
 
14.16 - Appeals 
 
The City Council of the City of Loyalton shall hear and decide appeals when it is alleged there is an error 
in any requirement, decision, or determination made by the Floodplain Administrator in the 
enforcement or administration of this ordinance. 
 
 
14.17 - Standards of Construction 
 
In all areas of special flood hazards the following standards are required. 
 

14.17.001 - Anchoring 
 
(a) All new construction and substantial improvements shall be adequately anchored to 

prevent flotation, collapse or lateral movement of the structure resulting from 
hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including the effects of buoyancy; and 

 
(b) All manufactured homes shall meet the anchoring standards of Section 14.20. 
 
14.17.002 - Construction Materials and Methods 
 
All new construction and substantial improvement shall be constructed 
 
(a) with materials and utility equipment resistant to flood damage; 
 
(b) using methods and practices that minimize flood damage; 
 
(c) with electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing and air conditioning equipment and other 

service facilities that are designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or 
accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding; and 
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(d) within Zones AH or AO, so that there are adequate drainage paths around structures on 
slopes to guide flood waters around and away from proposed structures. 

 
14.17.03 - Elevation and Floodproofing 
 
(See Section 14.05, Definitions, for "basement," ''lowest floor," "new construction," "substantial 
damage" and "substantial improvement".) 
 
(a) Residential Construction. 
 
All new construction or substantial improvements of residential structures shall have the lowest 
floor, including basement: 
 

1. In AE, AH, A1-30 Zones, elevated to at least one fool above the base flood elevation. 
 
2. In an AO zone, elevated above the highest adjacent grade to a height at least one foot 

above the depth number specified in feet on the FIRM, or elevated at least 2 feet 
above the highest adjacent grade if no depth number is specified. 

 
3. In an A zone, without BFE's specified on the FIRM (unnumbered A zone], elevated to at 

least one foot above the base flood elevation; as determined under Section 14.15.002. 
 

Upon the completion of the structure, the elevation of the lowest floor including basement shall 
be certified by a registered professional engineer or surveyor, and verified by the building 
inspector to be properly elevated. Such certification or verification shall be provided to the 
Floodplain Administrator. 
 
(b) Nonresidential Construction. 
 
All new construction or substantial improvements of nonresidential construction shall either be 
elevated to conform with Subsection 14.17.00J(a), or 
 

1. be floodproofed, together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities, below the 
elevation recommended under Subsection 14.I 7.003(a) so that the structure is 
watertight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water; and 

 
2. have structural components capable of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads 

and effects of buoyancy; and 
 
3. be certified by a registered professional engineer or architect that the standards of this 

Subsection 14.I7.003(b) are satisfied. Such certification shall be provided to the 
Floodplain Administrator. 

 
(c) Garages and low cost accessory structures. 
 

1. Attached garages. 
 

(A.) A garage attached to a residential structure, constructed with the garage floor 
slab below the BFE, must be designed to allow for the automatic entry of flood 
waters. See Section 14.17.004. Areas of the garage below the BFE must be 
constructed with flood resistant materials. See Section I4.17.002 
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(B.) A garage attached to a nonresidential structure must meet the above 
requirements or be dry floodproofed. For guidance on below grade parking 
areas, see FEMA Technical Bulletin TB-6 

 
2. Detached garages and accessory structures. 
 

(A.)  An "accessory structure," as defined in section 14.05., may be constructed such 
that its lowest floor is below the base flood elevation (BFE), provided the 
structure is designed and constructed in accordance with the following 
requirements: 

 
i.) Accessory structures shall be no larger than I000 square feet, except in 

the case of barns located on lands in the Agriculture zoning district. 
 
ii.)  The portions of the accessory structure located below the BFE must be 

built using flood-resistant materials; 
  
 
iii.)  The accessory structure must be adequately anchored to prevent 

flotation, collapse and lateral movement; 
 
iv.)  Any mechanical and utility equipment in the accessory structure must 

be elevated or floodproofed to or above the BFE; 
 
v.) The accessory structure must be designed to allow for the automatic entry 

and exit of flood waters in accordance with Section 14.17.004. 
 

(B.)  Detached garages and accessory structures not meeting the above 
standards must be constructed in accordance with all applicable standards in 
Section 14.l 7.003(a). 

 
(d) Mixed-Use Construction and Hotels/Motels 

 
All new construction or substantial improvement of mixed-use structures or hotel/motels 
shall either be: 

 
1. elevated to conform with Section 14.17.003(a), or 
 
2. designed and constructed such that the lowest floor of habitable areas are elevated 

to at least one foot above the base flood elevation while non-habitable areas below 
the base flood elevation may be treated either as non-residential construction 
under the provisions of Section 14.17.003(b) or as a fully enclosed area below the 
base flood elevation used solely for the parking of vehicles or building 
access/storage under the provisions of Section 14.17.004. 

 
(e) Manufactured Homes 

 
See section 14.20. 
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14.17.04 - Flood Openings. 
 

All new construction and substantial improvements of structures with fully enclosed areas 
below the lowest floor (excluding basements) that are usable solely for parking of 
vehicles, building access or storage, and which are subject to flooding, shall be designed to 
automatically equalize hydrostatic and hydrodynamic flood forces on exterior walls by 
allowing for the automatic entry and exit of floodwater. Designs for meeting this 
requirement must meet or exceed the following minimum criteria: 

 
(a) For non-engineered openings: 
 

1. have a minimum of two openings on two different sides having a total net area of 
not less than one square inch for every square foot of enclosed area subject to 
flooding; and 

 
2. the bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above grade; and 
 
3. openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves or other coverings or 

devices provided that they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwater; and 
 
4. buildings with more than one enclosed area must have openings on exterior walls 

for each area to allow flood water to directly enter; or 
 
(b) Be certified by a registered civil engineer or architect. 

 
 
14.18 - Standards for Utilities 
 

(a) All new and replacement water supply and sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to 
minimize or eliminate: 

 
1. infiltration of flood waters into the systems; and 
 
2. discharge from the systems into flood waters. 

 
(b) On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to them, or 

contamination from them during flooding. 
 
 
14.19 - Standards for Subdivisions 
 

(a) All preliminary subdivision proposals shall identify the flood hazard area and the elevation 
of the base flood. 

 
(b) All subdivision plans will provide the elevation of proposed structure(s) and pad(s). If the 

site is filled above the base flood elevation, the lowest floor and pad elevations shall be 
certified by a registered professional engineer or surveyor and provided to the Floodplain 
Administrator. 

 
(c) All subdivision proposals shall be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage. 
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(d) All subdivision proposals shall have public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, 
electrical and water systems located and constructed to minimize flood damage. 

 
(e) All subdivisions shall provide adequate drainage to reduce exposure to flood hazards. 

 
 
14.20 - Standards for Manufactured Homes 
 

(a) All manufactured homes that are placed or substantially improved, within Zones Al-30, 
AH, and AE on the community's Flood Insurance Rate Map, on sites located: 

 
1. outside of a manufactured home park or subdivision; 
 
2. in a new manufactured home park or subdivision; 
 
3. in an expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision; or 
 
4. in an existing manufactured home park or subdivision on a site upon which a 

manufactured home has incurred "substantial damage" as the result of a flood, 
 

shall be elevated on a permanent foundation such that the lowest floor of the 
manufactured home is elevated to at least one foot above the base flood elevation and be 
securely fastened to an adequately anchored foundation system to resist flotation, 
collapse and lateral movement. 

 
(b) All manufactured homes to be placed or substantially improved on sites in an existing 

manufactured home park or subdivision within Zones Al-30, AH, AE, VI-30, V, and VE on 
the community's Flood Insurance Rate Map that are not subject to the provisions of 
Section 14.20(a} will be securely fastened to an adequately anchored foundation system 
to resist flotation, collapse, and lateral movement, and be elevated so that either the: 

 
1. lowest floor of the manufactured home is at least one foot above the base flood 

elevation, or 
 
2. manufactured home chassis is supported by reinforced piers or other foundation 

elements of at least equivalent strength that are no less than 36 inches in height 
above grade so long as the BFE is no higher than 24 inches above grade. 

 
Additional guidance may be found in FEMA Technical Bulletins TB 1-93 and TB 7-93. 

 
14.21 - Standards for Recreational Vehicles 
 
All recreational vehicles placed on sites within Zones Al-30, AH, and AE on the community's Flood 
Insurance Rate Map will either: 
 

(a) be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive days, and be fully licensed and ready for 
highway use -- a recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its wheels or 
jacking system, is attached to the site only by quick disconnect type utilities and security 
devices) and has no permanently attached additions; or 

 
(b) meet the permit requirements of Sections 14.13 through 14.16 of this ordinance and the 

elevation and anchoring requirements for manufactured homes in Section 14.20(a). 
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14.22 - Floodways 
 
Located within areas of special flood hazard established in Section 14.07 may be areas designated as 
floodways. Since the floodway is an extremely hazardous area due to the velocity of flood waters which 
carry debris, potential projectiles, and erosion potential, the following provisions apply. 
 

(a) Within an adopted regulatory floodway, the City of Loyalton shall prohibit encroachments, 
including fill, new construction, substantial improvement, and other new development 
unless certification by a registered professional engineer is provided demonstrating that 
encroachments shall not result in any increase in [the base] flood elevation during the 
occurrence of the base flood discharge. 

 
(b) If Section 14.22(a) is satisfied, all new construction, substantial improvement, and other 

proposed new development shall comply with all other applicable flood hazard reduction 
provisions of Sections 14.13 through 14.16. 

 
 
14.23 - Nature Of Variances 
 
The variance criteria set forth in this Section of the ordinance are based on the general principle of 
zoning law that variances pertain to a piece of property and are not personal in nature. A variance may 
be granted for a parcel of property with physical characteristics so unusual that complying with the 
requirements of this ordinance would create an exceptional hardship to the applicant or the 
surrounding property owners. The characteristics must be unique to the property and not be shared by 
adjacent parcels. The unique characteristic must pertain to the land itself, not to the structure, its 
inhabitants, or the property owners. 
 
It is the duty of the Loyalton City Council to help protect its citizens from flooding. This need is so 
compelling and the implications of the cost of ensuring a structure built below flood level are so serious 
that variances from the flood elevation or from other requirements in the flood ordinance are quite 
rare. The long term goal of preventing and reducing flood loss and damage can only be met if variances 
are strictly limited. Therefore, the variance guidelines provided in this ordinance are more detailed and 
contain multiple provisions that must be met before a variance can be properly granted. The criteria are 
designed to screen out those situations in which alternatives other than a variance are more 
appropriate. 
 
 
14.24 - Conditions for Variances 
 

(a) Generally, variances may be issued for new construction, substantial improvement, and 
other proposed new development to be erected on a lot of one-half acre or less in size 
contiguous to and surrounded by lots with existing structures constructed below the base 
flood level, providing that the procedures of Sections 14.13 through 14.22 of this 
ordinance have been fully considered. As the lot size increases beyond one-half acre, the 
technical justification required for issuing the variance increases. 

 
(b) Variances may also be issued for the repair or rehabilitation of "historic structures" {as 

defined in Subsection 14.05.027 of this ordinance) upon a determination that the 
proposed repair or rehabilitation will not preclude the structure's continued designation 
as an historic structure and the variance is the minimum necessary to preserve the historic 
character and design of the structure. 
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(c) Variances shall not be issued within any mapped regulatory floodway if any increase in 
flood levels during the base flood discharge would result. 

 
(d) Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the "minimum 

necessary" considering the flood hazard, to afford relief. "Minimum necessary'' means to 
afford relief with a minimum of deviation from the requirements of this ordinance. For 
example, in the case of variances to an elevation requirement, this means the Loyalton 
City Council or the Flood Plain Administrator need not grant permission for the applicant 
to build at grade, or even to whatever elevation the applicant proposes, but only to that 
elevation which the Flood Plain Administrator or the Loyalton City Council believes will 
both provide relief and preserve the integrity of the local ordinance. 

 
(e) Variances shall only be issued upon a: 
 

l. showing of good and sufficient cause; 
 
2. determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional 

"hardship" (as defined in Subsection 14.05.024 of this ordinance) to the applicant; 
and 

 
3. determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood 

heights, additional threats to public safety, or extraordinary public expense, create a 
nuisance (as defined in Section 14.05 - see "public safety or nuisance"), cause fraud 
or victimization (as defined in Section 14.05) of the public, or conflict with existing 
local laws or ordinances. 

 
(f) Variances may be issued for new construction, substantial improvement, and other 

proposed new development necessary for the conduct of a functionally dependent use 
provided that the provisions of Sections 14.25(a) through 14.25(e) are satisfied and that 
the structure or other development is protected by methods that minimize flood damages 
during the base flood and does not result in additional threats to public safety and does 
not create a public nuisance. 

 
(g) Upon consideration of the factors of Section 14.24(a) and the purposes of this ordinance, 

the Flood Plain Administrator or the Loyalton City Council may attach such conditions to 
the granting of variances as it deems necessary to further the purposes of this ordinance. 

 
 
14.25 - Considerations for Approval of Variances 
 

(a) In reviewing requests for variances, the Flood plain administrator or the Loyalton City 
Council shall consider all technical evaluations, all relevant factors, and standards 
specified in other sections of this ordinance, and the: 

 
1. danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others; 
 
2. danger of life and property due to flooding or erosion damage; 
 
3 susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the 

effect of such damage on the existing individual owner and future owners of the 
property; 
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4. importance of the services provided by the proposed facility to the community; 
 
5. necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable; 
 
6. availability of alternative locations for the proposed use which are not subject to 

flooding or erosion damage; 
 
7. compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated development; 
 
8. relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan and floodplain 

management program for that area; 
 
9. safety of access to the property in time of flood for ordinary and emergency 

vehicles; 
 
10. expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise, and sediment transport of the 

flood waters expected at the site; and 
 
11. costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions, including 

maintenance and repair of public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, 
and water system, and streets and bridges. 

 
(b) Any applicant to whom a variance is granted shall be given written notice, upon the 

signature of the Floodplain Administrator that: 
 

1. the issuance of a variance to construct a structure below the base flood level will 
result in increased premium rates for flood insurance up to amounts as high as $25 
for $100 of insurance coverage; and 

 
2. such construction below the base flood level increases risks to life and property. It is 

recommended that a copy of the notice shall be recorded by the Floodplain 
Administrator in the Office of the Sierra County Recorder and shall be recorded in a 
manner so that it appears in the chain of title of the affected parcel of land. 

 
(c) The Floodplain Administrator will maintain a record and send a duplicate record to 

Loyalton City Hall of all variance actions, including justification for their issuance, and 
report such variances issued in its biennial report submitted to the Federal Insurance 
Administration, Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

 
 
14.26 - Appeal Process 
 
The City Council of the City of Loyalton shall hear and decide appeals when it is alleged there is an error 
in any requirement, decision, or determination made by the Floodplain Administrator in the 
enforcement or administration of this ordinance. 
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